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Antioch while the Moslem rulers in Asia Minor—especially1116
the Sultan of Rum (Iconium) and the Danishmandite emirs
farther east—were strong enough to threaten them in flank of Cilicia
or rear. The road to Cilicia via Attalia had to be maintained
and guarded. And then Cilicia itself, where was the princi-
pality of Lesser Armenia, had to be subdued in order to open
the path to Syria, The new Armenian dynasty owed much
of its security to the crusaders, but it was anxious to preserve
its independence even of them. It was often forced to ally
with the Latin ruler of Antioch, owing to the attempt of the
Byzantines to conquer its territory. Alexius himself owed
much to the crusaders. They had carved out the way to
Cilicia and Syria, and had defeated the Sultan of Iconium so
severely that for a time he was scarcely a danger. Therefore
Alexius was able easily to follow in their footsteps. He was
further assisted by the difficulties of Bohemond, who from
the time that he became prince of Antioch seemed to have
been deserted by fortune and to have lost also his former
skill in battle.
Already in 1100 Bohemond had been taken prisoner by Alexius I
the Turks and remained for over two years in captivity. ln<*
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Again, in 1104, he suffered a disastrous defeat at Harran.
Alexius seized the opportunity for which he had long been
waiting and overran Cilicia; while his fleet captured Laodicea
and the other seaports of the principality of Antioch, thereby
cutting off Bohemond from all direct contact with the West.
Hemmed in on both sides, by Turks and Greeks, Bohemond
was in despair. At last, in 1105, he handed over the care of
his principality to his nephew Tancred and himself departed
for the West, to organise an expedition against Alexius. It
took him two years, but in the meantime the stories that he
spread helped to establish in the West a firm tradition of the
perfidy of the Eastern Emperor, which was not without its
effect on the future. In 1107 he landed in Greece, only to
find that the Byzantine army was a very different one from
that which he and his father had defeated so easily. Alexius
refused battle and skilfully outmanoeuvred his enemy until
he had completely encircled him. Bohemond was forced to
capitulate and to submit to a humiliating peace by which he
became the subject of Alexius; he was allowed to retain
Antioch (where the patriarch was to be of the Greek faith)

